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2004 01 15 Executive summary from Beni to Trisuli

(almost)

REPLY

-----------

Please, do not reply to this e-mail, except in case

of

very

important and/or urgent information to share.

POLICY

------------

If you do not want to receive messages about this

journey anymore, fell free to 

send a reply.

We will remove you e-mail from the distribution

list.

TRANSLATION

------------------------

If you need to read this message in a other langage,

we suggest you use an 

automatic translator on the web to make a free

translation.

Thus the translation will be approximative, the

overal

sense should be 

understandable.

One can try: http://world.altavista.com/
or http://www.foreignword.com/fr/Tools/transnow.htm
>

===============================================================================

>

************************************************************************

Note to everyone:

Due to our little computer failure, it is not

possible

to send our full diary

As a result everybody is addressed this executive

summary.

>

************************************************************************

A few major date:

30/11/03: Restart from Beni

07/12/03: Thorong Pass crossing (5400m) as part of

the

round Annapurna tour

10/12/03: Olivier’s night at the Tilicho lake

(5.100m

/ -13 degrees in the tent)

17/12/03: Larke Pass crossing (around 5.100m) as

part

of the round Manaslu tour

11/01/04: Carole decides she enjoyed the trip but

now

have to stop

As soon as possible: Olivier restart from last point

reach to rush to Everest !

>

************************************************************************

Many events since Beni !

Annapurna 

----------

From Beni to Darapani, we could enjoy beautiful

views

in Daulagiri, Nilgiri, Annapurna, and much more high

mountains. Crossing the Thorung Pass (5400m) was not

so difficult, though during december : no snow at

all,

only a pretty cold wind at the pass. This short

touristical part was slightly different from all

others places we had crossed.

Mountains were the most beautiful one since days but

the contact with local people have never been so

horrible : many villages are made of guest houses

only

and have no real local life and many people consider

tourists as walking credit card. They do not

hesitate

to sell dalbath with no dal, 3 times the price

Nepali

people pay. At the same time, they enjoy a real good

dalbat with their family in front of you. 

Though exchanges with people in this place were

poor,

trekking around Annapurna is still a must, thanks to

all what nature provides : incredible mountains on

light at sunset, hot water springs such as Tatopani

where we had our most beautiful bath since 7 months

in

France.

Manaslu

---------

After Annapurna, we had the great opportunity to

cross

the Larke Pass (5200m) on turn around Manaslu

through

the north route. Immediately, we enjoyed again

exchanges with the population especially in the

north

with Tibetan people.

Our willingness to go to Tibet one day has never

been

as strong as when we saw a "way to Tibet" sign. From

the sign, multiple passes allow to reach Tibet after

a

one day walk only.

In this cold area during winter, local life is slow,

mainly focused on maintaining the fire wood. 

Twice, we could benefit of sunset on Manaslu. This

mountain is really one of the most beautiful we saw.

The sun gradually lights not only Manaslu but all

other mountains around also, ranging from a cold

deep

blue to pink and a warm yellow then. As a result,

this

beautiful changing picture will remain for long in

our

memories.

A puja was on going at the Syala Gompa. We spent one

day here to participate and share meals with lamas

and

local people. From midnight to 6am, Olivier made a

attempt to climb a small summit (maybe 5000m) to

make

beautiful pictures of Manaslu surrounding at sunset,

but he have to give up after a 3 hours fight with an

unexpected deep jungle.

Then we followed the classic round Manaslu trekking

route for a few days, went east following the south

of

Ganesh Himal range. Crossing the pass to Borang, we

faced a snowfall. We completed this long (10 hours

effective walk) day by walking 2 hours in the night

under rain, looking for the footpath covered by

snow.

We wanted to reach Dunche via a very north route but

went back at Tipling to a south one due because it

was

impossible to find a local properly equipped for

snow

to show the way and because Olivier had a strong

cough

since our walk in the night under snow and rain.

We safely reached the road a little bit before

Trisuli

Bajar and took a bus to Katmandu to have rest before

a

restart from this place.

Maoists

--------

On the way we met Maoist again many time, as they

100%

control the area south-est of the Larke pass. But we

are now experienced enough and have a few tricks

than

allowed not to pay or lose anything.

We crossed many villages with their flag at the top,

and everybody knows who they are and where they

live.

The only (but interesting for tourist !) difference

with Nepal Far west is they are not very aggressive

with us and don’t carrying arms all the time.

Carole’s game over

-------------------

During 8 months Carole enjoyed the adventure though

it

was an ever day fight to go ahead. This used to mean

for her a lot of physical efforts, many constraints

and a daily lake of comfort. 

As one can probably understand Carole is now tired

and

winter conditions will make incoming days even much

harder. She decided not to keep on walking and will

visit a few places in Nepal and India as a more

standard tourist before she comes back to France.

Adventure is still alive !

---------------------------

The adventure continues anyway. I’m about to restart

as soon as possible from Trisuli to complete the

route

Everest.

I have no word to thank Carole enough for all the

great time we could share on the way, though

difficulties !

When we left France, I was sure the adventure was

about to be great. I just did not know how. It was,

it

is such, and I’m sure will still be next days !

I was sure also that if, after so many adventures

shared helping each other, Carole and I still had

the

willingness to share the other one’s life it would

mean we are make one for the other. And we are !

Best regards to all !

Olivier

